[Dupuytren contracture--current status in research and clinical practice].
Dupuytren's contracture is a disease of the connective tissue, especially of the palmar side of the hand. Today, by means of electron microscopy and histochemistry, several alternations specific of pathology of the disease can be shown, providing a better understanding. However, a revolutionary change of treatment is far out of reach. Dupuytren's diathesis can be influenced by none of today's known methods, and therapy is still empirical. Operative therapy is only indicated in functional impairment. Treatment should be done by well-trained surgeons and in case of extensive diathesis by carefully planning and longtime follow-up to avoid complications and eruption of the disease.